THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

not committed crimes of bloodshed would go free. I told
them to stay at their posts, ready to obey whatever orders
they should receive, avoiding acts against military
discipline. My words did something to raise the spirits of
those fine boys, perhaps a bit estranged till then as a
result of the campaign which the Communist Party had
carried on against me.

On arriving in Valencia, I set up my headquarters in
the building which had been the Captaincy General. I
did not do so in that which during the war had served as
Prime Ministry and Ministry of National Defence, because
at that moment Colonel Nieto of the Carabineers was
taking charge there of jewels, dividends and two thousand
bottles of mercury, which representatives of Dr. Negrin
were guarding. The Councillor for the Exchequer gave
orders that they should be handed over to the Reparations
Fund.

The civil population of Valencia showed great ex-
pectancy, hoping anxiously for the end of hostilities.

Early that afternoon, I was agreeably surprised by the
presence in Valencia of a Commission sent by the Inter-
national Committee of Co-ordination. Their visit was
announced and I received them immediately. In the
presence of other Councillors they told me that they meant
to carry out as many attempts and as much work as were
necessary and possible to assist evacuation and that they
needed to know approximately how much time they had
in which to do so. I thanked them for their offer which I
accepted in the name of the Council. Unfortunately I
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